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May 1, 2026 

Dear Donors, Friends, Colleagues, and Constituents: 

I am writing to request your support for the D. Augustus Straker Bar Association’s 
32nd Annual Trailblazers Award and Scholarship Dinner.  The Straker Bar Association is 
named after David Augustus Straker, who was the first African American to appear before the 
Michigan Supreme Court. The mission of the Straker Bar Association is to increase minority 
representation in the legal profession, support and encourage legal practice opportunities for the 
underrepresented, and facilitate equal justice for all citizens. Our membership includes a racially 
diverse coalition of lawyers, judges, in-house counsel and other legal professionals. 

This year, the 32nd Annual Trailblazers Awards Ceremony will be held on Tuesday, June 16, 
2026, at the Mint at Michigan First Conference Center located at 27000 Evergreen Rd., 
Lathrup Village, MI  48076.  We invite you to enjoy a cocktail reception from 5:30-6:00 
p.m. and the program will begin immediately thereafter.  This year’s theme is “Trailblazers-
-Legacy in Motion:  Honoring the Past and Inspiring the Future”.

The Trailblazers Awards Ceremony and Scholarship Dinner is the marquee event of the 
Straker Bar Association and is used to honor outstanding individuals who have blazed the trail in 
the legal community and beyond. The awards ceremony is also our gateway to award the A. Kay 
Stanfield Spinks Law Student Scholarship to law students dedicated to public service in Michigan 
and the Martin Luther King, Jr. Drum Major for Justice Advocacy Competition scholarship to 
high school juniors and seniors. 

We invite you to be one of our exclusive sponsors or to place an advertisement in the 
Trailblazers Awards Souvenir Booklet.  I have attached for your review additional information 
regarding sponsorship and advertisements. For those who are also interested in purchasing 
individual tickets to the awards ceremony, the cost is $125.00 per ticket.   

You may contact me via phone at (248) 320-7095 or email at vjohnsonlaw@gmail.com with any 
questions. Thank you in advance for your support!  

Sincerely, 

Vassal N. Johnson II 

Treasurer 
D. Augustus Straker Bar Association

22200 W. Eleven Mile Road #357, Southfield, MI 48037  ▲  www.strakerlaw.org 



DIAMOND

32nd Annual Trailblazers Awards & Scholarship Dinner 
June 16, 2026 

Sponsorship Information

$7,500

$5,000

$2,500

$3,500
Full Page Ad in the Souvenir Booklet
Preferred table for ten (10) people
Special Acknowledgement in the Souvenir booklet 
Special Acknowledgement at the Trailblazers Dinner

GOLD

Firm or business name on invitation, website, Social Media
Platforms and all Promotional Materials 
Full Page Ad in the Souvenir Booklet
Two (2) premier tables for ten people each
Special Acknowledgement in the Souvenir booklet & Digital
Slideshow throughout the ceremony 
Special Acknowledgement at the Trailblazers Dinner

Firm or business name on invitation, website, Social Media Platforms 
      and all Promotional Materials

Full Page Ad in the Souvenir Booklet
Two (2) premier tables for ten people each
Special Acknowledgement in the Souvenir booklet & Digital Slideshow
throughout the ceremony 
Special Acknowledgement at the Trailblazers Dinner
Custom sponsorship package for the Masquerade Ball, which includes 1
premier table for ten, signage and door prize. 

Half Page Ad in the Souvenir Booklet
Preferred table for ten (10) people
Special Acknowledgement in the Souvenir booklet
Special Acknowledgement at the Trailblazers Dinner

SILVER

PLATINUM

$1,250

BRONZE
Quarter Page Ad in the Souvenir Booklet
Reserved table for ten (10) people
Special Acknowledgement in the Souvenir booklet 
Special Acknowledgement at the Trailblazers Dinner



Name:      
                                                                                          
Email:                                     

Firm/Business Name:                                                                                      

Address:     
                                                                                      
Phone:             

Level of Sponsorship or Advertisement: [Desired Deadline June 1, 2026]

Single Ticket: $125.00

Souvenir Book Advertisements Only:
Full Page:  $300.00

Half Page: $150.00 

Quarter Page: $75.00

Patron:$25.00

Check Enclosed: Please make checks payable to D. Augustus Straker Bar Association
Note in Memo line: Trailblazers Dinner 
Mail to: 22200 W. 11 Mile Road #357, Southfield, MI 48037-0357
Tax Id: 38-2953583

Contact: Vassal N. Johnson, Esq.
Phone: (248) 320-7095

E-mail: vjohnsonlaw@gmail.com
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